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more intense attention than my age, eyes, and avocations
will allow. I cannot read long together; and you are
sensible that your work is not a book to be read by snatches
and intervals; especially as the novelty, to me at least,
requires some helpg to connect it with the memory,

2696.   To THE COUNTESS OF UPPER OSSORY.

Strawberry Hill, Aug. 4, 1789.

I HAVE had my house so filled lately by detachments of
my family, that I had not a moment's time to answer your
Ladyship's last.

For myself, I can say that I am not glad, in your Lady-
ship's sense of the words, that Monsieur de la Fayette governs
France instead of their King; nor do my principles lead me
at all to approve of government violently wrenched, or
violently exercised by anybody; nor do I believe that
Monsieur de la Fayette's government will be lasting. I
still less like liberty displayed by massacre, and without
legal trials; and abhor the savage barbarity that the French
have always shown on all commotions. The factions in the
reign of Charles VI, the St. Bartelemi, and the Ligue, were
all ferociously cruel; and their bearing the heads of those
they have now murdered in triumph, is of a piece with
their tearing the heart of the Marshal d'Ancre with their
teeth.

The J$tats Generaux are, in my opinion, the most culpable.
The King had restored their whole constitution, which all
France has so idolized; and he was ready to amend that
constitution. But the $tats, with no sense, prudence, of
temper, and who might have obtained a good government,
and perhaps permanently, set out with such violence to
overturn the whole frame, without its being possible to
replace it at once with a sound model entirely new, and the: I am even
